
GOLD MINING IN WESTERN KENYA

INTRODUCTION 

We represent small scale gold miners and prospectors in western Kenya particularly Migori County 

and Kakamega country and other neigbouring areas in the region.

The gold belt stretches from kakamega to Migori county and south into Northern Tanzania. 

OBSERVATION 

Gold mining in the area is carried out by two groups: 

i. Local land owners and independant miners

ii. Private companies

Gold mining by local land owners 

Local land owners and independant prospectors in the area do alot of small scale mining. 

They employ family members and trusted individuals for this process. 

Once quartz veins are identified, vertical shafts are hand dug through the veins. This is done 

using hammers, chisels and other  tools. 

Other prospectors search and mine for Nuggets and alluvial gold.



PROCESSING 

The Mined rocks are broken down into small particles using hammers. The rock particles are 

then sun dried.  Upon drying, they are wrapped in synthetic sacks (gunia) and broken down 

further to smaller rock particles (approximately 1cm by 1cm) using hammers. They are then 

fed into a rotary drum crusher which crushes the particles to a fine dust.  

A Rotary drum crusher 

The dust is then taken to a shaker and washed to get rid of light soil particles. The gold being 

dense, settles at the bottom of the shaker and is then collected.  

A shaker 



The gold is then leached in home owned leaching plants, smelted and cast into bars. 

Locals who own land previously located in areas that were rich in gold during the peak gold 

mining season in the area (1935-1966), collect the residual dust particles that were left 

behind, wash them again, in the hope of obtaining gold grains that were left behind. 
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SALE OF GOLD 

A majority of miners in the area are well known to each other. Those with requests superseding 

their production capacity reach out to their colleagues to sell them their product to add to what 

they have. A majority of the miners also double up as brokers in case their mines do not produce 

well. Mines produce gold in grams, sometimes kilograms, depending on the luck of the miner.  

In the event the miners lack buyers at the time, they contact dealers and brokers in the area 

where they sell their gold based on the demand and current prices. 

Gold prices in the area are generally controlled by several factors, mainly current market rates, 

the amount of gold available at that particular time and the availability of ready buyers, brokers 

and dealers at the specific time.

This varies from one miner to the other but also depends on their monetary demands. However, 

high buying prices by customers attract more gold sellers. Many double their mining efforts to 

take advantage of the attractive prices offered to them. 

TESTING 

Several gold testing methods are carried out in the area, the common one being the nitric acid 

test 

Gold mining by Private companies 

Many of these companies are fenced and protected. Visiting them is far-fetched and they have 

ready buyers and exporters. 

They employ modern mining methods and mine larger quantities of minerals. 




